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1A Sup plicatiõt to ie er 


Maieſt ie 5 Spayne, made by the Prince 22 
Orange, the States of nde and 


Zealande, with all other ai hefull 
ſubiects of the lowe Countriegpre- ; 


ſently ſuppreſſed by the ty- 
pr den of the Duke 2 


Alba, and Spani- 


Loꝛde,; your. Paielties 
moſt obedient and lames 
ting ſubiectes of the low 
. Countries, as they have 
often pondered with the 
ſelues, the natural affec- 


ion and fatherly god inclination, which 


your Pateſty hath (ſince the time that your 


grace by the power of almighty God receyy- 


ued the dominion and regiment of the ſayd 
countreis)always and continually ſhewed: 


¶ o haue they had a ſure hope and vndoubted 
affiaunce, that pour Maieſtp as well vpon 


their daily tomplaynts and lameatafions, 
as vpon the pitifull declarations and remõ⸗ 
ſtrances of ſome cheiſtian Pꝛinces and Po⸗ 


tenfates vnto your Paieſtie, mercifully 


haue conſidered o? our pins full and moſt mi⸗ 


All, lera⸗ 
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ſerable ſuppzcſſis, her with we by reaſon 
of the great and vnſuppoztable fo2ce, arros 
gancp, and wicked regiment of the Duke 
of Alba are ſuppꝛeſſed, and mercifully haus 
regarded the moſt miſcrable ruine and de⸗ 
ſtruction of theſe pour naturall low coun⸗ 
treps, who alwayes haue been moſt faithful 
and obedient, both to your Pateſty,and alſo 
pour Graces p2edeceſſonrs, Not doubting 
but that your Paieſtie would greencuſly 
haue been moued, that he vnder pꝛetence of 
pꝛotecting and defending the Romiſh relt- 
gion, vnder the colour of pour Paieſtpes 
name, ſhould pꝛeſume to fruſtrate t bzeake 
all the pꝛiuileges, cuſtom es, and rightes, 
wherunto your Paieſty and your pꝛedeceſ⸗ 
ſours haue ſwozne, perſecuting pour faith- 
full ſubiects in body and gods, and deſtroy⸗ 
ing pour countreys,tn none other ſoꝛte, but 
as if he had detlared himſelfe to be an open 
eneiny of your Maieſtp and the lubiects of 
the ſame, 

Therkoꝛe haue they always earneſtly af- 
tended, that your Paie{ty no longer ſuffe⸗ 
ring the ſayde foꝛce, woulde haue pꝛouided 
ſome conuentent meanes fo2 the ſakegarde 
of your countreys, and deliuerante dk pour 
poꝛe and ſuppꝛeſſed ſubiects, and haue a res 
ſpect to the dutifull office of a kinge, wham 
the almightie God, the kinge of all _— 


the richteous , anda fatherly paſto2 of the 
people vnder your ſubiection, to defend and 
pzeſerue them from all foꝛte and violence: 
and likewiſe to remember the mamfolde 
and faithfull ſeruices, which your ſayd coũ⸗ 
treys and ſubiects, haue from time to time 
moſt faithfullp done to pour Paieſtie and 
your pꝛedeteſſours. 

But they now (to their extreme grefe)- 
tonſidering that all their fozmer ſupplicati/ 
ons are as nothing regarded and in vaine, 
and that al other the remonftrances of ſun⸗ 
day Pꝛinces and Potentates, haue ſoztid 
no ſuch effect as might haue turned to their 
comfo2t and conſolation, and they in their 
tonſciences aſſuring themſclues, that your 
Paieſty hath no reaſonable occaſion vpon 
euill will oz diſpleaſure, ſo to alicnate and 
turne your ſelfe from your lam ent able ſub⸗ 
iects:can not but vndoubtedlip ſulpect, (bat 
thzough malyc: and falſc infozmation of 
ſome, who hauing moꝛe regerd to their pats 
__uvate luſt and appetite, than fo the ſeruice of 
pour Maieſtp, haue dailp laboured to bꝛing 
your Maieſties countreys into your diſplea 
ſure. Wherin they haue alwapes moſt ma⸗ 
nitkeſtly and vnfainedly pꝛetended and tra⸗ 
unuarxled, not onelp by letting and defending 
+ that our Raney 1 and ſaithfull 


hath placed and ozdeyned ag a p2ofcefour g 
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warnings ſhould come fo your Paieftie# 
eares, miſconſtruing the ſame to the woꝛſt. 
and peruerfly accuſing them to your Paie⸗ 
ſty, therby to bꝛing the cuntrey into diſcens 
tion and commotion, 4 ſo vnder your name 
to ſuppꝛeſſe and make deſolate the ſame, & 
ſo with the gods and biod of your ſubiectes 
to quench their greedy + vnlatiable apetite. 

This is that (O molt ſoueraigne Binge) 
which your ſaide ſubiects do, and haue not 
without occaſion eſtmed to be the greateſt 
calamitie that might happen vnto them, as 
conſidering that the way and meanes wher 
by they might complayne and ſhewe their 
griefes to your Maieſtie, as to their boun⸗ 
tifull and naturall Pꝛotectoꝛ (ſo by God aps 
pointed as a refuge in their extremitie) is 
by the vngodly dealing of their ennemies 
taken away from them: a thinge which all 
wayes hath been permitted to vnreaſonable 
creatures: namelp to ſuffer them in their 
extremitie and n&de to (ue ſoꝛ remedy and 
rodꝛeſſe. 

And therfoꝛe, although they had reſolued 
and taken in hand with patience to attende 
the time of redꝛelle, thinking that your Pas 
ieſtie would at laſt haue opened vour eares 
and execs to heare and ſe their miſerable 
eſtate, from which your Maieſtie by realon - 
of e ſaide euill willers is nowe "ut 


T 
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But able as in the ende their aps , 
pꝛeſſion, the longer the moze to encreaſe t 
to become moꝛe vnſufferable, tendingno tf 
onely to their damage and deſtruction , but 
alſo of your Paiefties heritage and conns 
treys, which in times paſt haue floziſhedin 
all pꝛoſperitie, and no come to ruine:thep 
could not foꝛ the faithfull obedience and alt- 
ante ſake wherin they are bounde to your 
Maieſty and their natiue countrep, but now 
once againe by wziting , requeſt pour Mas 
teffy te conſider and weigh the oꝛiginall ocs 
. caſton of the deſolation of your countries, # 
by whoſe means the ſame 1s come fo paſſe, 
and conſequently execute the office of a true 
Ring, in defending the righteous, and deli⸗ 
uering pour countries from this tiranny & 
oppꝛeſſion. 
And firſt we humbly beſech pour May 
ieſtie to call to mind and conſider, that theſe 
pour countries in times paſt hauing bene 
deuided amongſt ſundzy Loꝛds and rulers, 
are ſincr by mariadges,agrements, mu⸗ 
tuall treaties, in time, and ozderip by laws 
fall ſucteſſton and conuenientes come Vn- 
der the houſe of Bun gondie, and after wards, 
by meanes of mariages contracted with 
the moſt famous houſe of Auſtria, and ton⸗ 
ſequetly allied with the moſt mighty king 


dome of Spaine: pet alwapes with expꝛelle 


condition, that every and ſingular the coun⸗ 


ſubiectes. 
Ol which the pzemiles nerdeth not ang 
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tries and p2oninces ſhould poſſeſſe and ens 
iope their owne policies rightes and liber⸗ 
ties in times paſt accuſtomed, without that 
any pꝛouince 02 countrie ſhould be burde⸗ 
ned of the dominion of the other, oz by any 
meanes be depꝛiued of their cuſtomes oz 
liberties, but be bound ioyntlp fo liue one 
with another vnder one Pzince and head, 
as many childzen vnder one father, to the 
intent with one accozde to defend. their 
Pzince 4 common weale again ſt all ſtraũ⸗ 
gers and fozaine fozce, * 

Alſo the P2inces of the countrie willing 
as fathers to ſhew and declare their loue 
affectid to euer one, did at their ſolemniſa⸗ 
tion and entring into their dominion rule, 
by a ſolempne othe, bynd themſelues to-vſe 
and kepe eche countrie in their rightes and 
franchiſes, without ſuffring that any of 
them ſhould be enfringed oz deminithed, oz 
that the one Pꝛouince ſhould haue.dominis 
02 rule ouer the other, much leſſe be ſubiect 
vnto any foꝛaine dominion oz power: bpor 
Which conditions he 1s acccpted and taken 
as a ſupꝛeme Loꝛd aud Gouernour.ouer þ 
countries, and theruppon receaueth the 
othe of obedience and faithkulneſſe of his 


— 


further oꝛ larger reherſall, whileff that un 
doubtedly pour Maieſtie doth ſufficiently 
remeber, how that the Emperour Charles, 
of moſt noble memoꝛie, following the pzeſt- 
dentes of his pꝛedeceſſours, and acknow⸗ 
ledging that the ſayd othe ofſolempniſation 
is the onelp and right foundation, vppon 
which doth conſiſt aſwell the might, e au⸗ ,, 
thozitie of a Pꝛinte, as the faith and obedi , _ 
ence of his ſubiects, did in his life time, and L.. 2 
pꝛeſence of your Maieſtie, cauſe pour Pa- XY 
ieſtie to receane the ſayd countries vnder þ 
ſayd othe; and ſware your Pateftie to the 
toyfull income in all thelandes and moſt of 

the townes, as next ſucceſſour and onely 

beire of his emperiall Paieſtie: and after: 
wardes the ſame Emperiall Maieſtie de- 
parting out of theſe conntries , and your 
Paieſtie receauing the full dominion, and 
adminiſtration ot the L and:did once again, 

in pꝛeſente of the Deputid of the countries | 
then aſſembled,rchearſe and ftrongly con- 
firme the ſaide pꝛiuileges. So that in all! 
times paſt the ſayd countries haue enioped 
and bene ruled by their foꝛmer pꝛiuileges E£ 
liberties. 


Out of which hath followed ſuch faithful⸗ 
neſle and obedience of the ſubicas towards 
their Pꝛince, and ſuch vnitie and lone a⸗ 
Ih my ech wank Fae We countries by 
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God his pꝛouidẽce, nd qoithed 1 withins 

happie pzolperitie, the Pzinces then adozs 
ned with all honour and high dignities, and 
greatly redoubtedand feared of. their: ens 
mies. 00 

And becauſe it nerdes not to rchearfe any 
thing out of the oldhiſto;tes,beingnotwith 
ſtanding erpleniſhed with many p2eſidets, 
it hath appeared in all the warres of the 
Emperiall Paiſtie, what earneſt care her 
had to the defence and mapntenaunce ol his 
countries in reſt and quietnes. 

Likewiſe pour aieſtie can well remem 
ber that he taking his leaue of thefe coun - 
tries, did ſpectally and earneſtly rechmend 
the ſtate therof vnto pour Maieſtie: Yea 
your Maieſtie being at his arriuall vurde⸗ 
ned with areenous warres and extreme 
charges, hath by experience found that all 
pour fubienes both great and ſmall, euerie 
one to his frafe and abilitie, haue bene rea⸗ 
die to venture both life and gods in ſeruice 
of your Maieſtie. Wherin aſwel the Loꝛds 
and fobles, as commons, haue fo acquited - 
and behaued themſelues, that your Paieſty 
{ hath vanquiſhed r ouercome your enemies, 
i gotten great pꝛaiſe # renowne of al kings, 
1 and potentates, and made a tpnall end of al 
4 warres and diſcentions, wherewith many 
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yeares bete pour auncetozs and coũtries 
were troubled. 
Now if it might pleaſe vour Maieſtie, 
(which your lamentable and faithful ſubs 
ietsdo-moſt humbly require)to enquire of 
and conſider the oꝛiginall occaſions of the 
alterations ofſuch god e quiet pꝛoſperitie, 
into ſuch miſerable commotions and ertre- 
mities, wherwith the countries are now 
ſuppꝛeſſed: your aieſtie ſhall find them to 
ſpꝛing out of the malice and enuie which 
ſome (being about your Paieſtie) do beare 
to the pꝛoſperitie and welfare wherewith 
God almightie hath bleſſed your countries 
and ſubieces, 

Wehich enuie and cancred malice, being 
further incenſed and ſtaffed with vnſatia⸗ 
ble auarice and vnmeaſurable pꝛodigalitie, 
bath bzought them to ſuch crueltie and ti⸗ 
rannp, that they altogether fozgetting all 
affection and ſeruice which they did owe vn 
to the countrie wherin they haue gotten 
great honour t beneſites, haue (to the great 
pꝛeiudice of the ſeruice of pour Maieſtie and 
common wealth of theſe countries) pꝛocu⸗ 
red by all meanes and pꝛagiſes this moſt 
baynous fyꝛe of commotion, to thintent to 
aſpire to the dignitie ſurpaſſing the Tates 
of the land, yea of your Paieſtie. 

And knowing well that to compaſſe chat 


veniſe , if was a matter impoſſible, the 
tuſtomes and liberties of the countries re⸗ 
mayning in fozce, which do altogether ton⸗ 
trary their wicked pzefence : conſidering 
befives, how diligent and faithful they of p 
ſaid countries were euery one in his vota⸗ 
tion (accoꝛding to their othe) to ſtand to the 

maintenance ofthe ſame: they attempted 

in peruerſe maner too inferpzete too your 

Mate ſtie the doings and pzoccedings of the 

Lozdes, gouernours, and ſtates of the land, 
tending to the maintenance of p ſaid rights, 
| | and liberties, in ſuch ſoꝛt as if they tended 
\ | to diſobedience oz rebellion towardes pour 

1 Paieſtie. 

3 Amongeſt which, ſpecially ſome being 
ſpirituall perſons, haue by all meanes at⸗ 
tempted and ſought, vnder pꝛetence and ſha 
dowe of religion to confederate with other 
fozaine pzelates, and ſo by ſecret attempts 

and pꝛactiſes, to bʒing the countrie in hatred 
of your Paieſtie, to thintent that they with 
1 their confederates which are by oth allped 
| not with your Pateſtte,but with ſtraunge 
| . rulers and tountries in Jralie 4 els where, 
|} ſpectaily with the Pope of Roome, might here 
beare rule and governaunce,4c, and as poſ⸗ 
ſibilitie and commoditie ſerued, to enlarge 
and confirme the ſame, 
F02 when "Fe fir ſt perc eiued ohne in — 
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Chziſtendomeztheir rude and manifeſt abu 
ſes, and errours, by reaſon of the negligẽce 
and auarice of the pꝛieſtes were diſcried, e 
ſpecially when it began to greue the chiefe 
t notableſt perſds,y they which ought one- 
ly to meddle with inſtructing of the people, 


in the faith and feare of God, and to erccufg 


his ſeruice with all fidelitie, accozding to 5 
example ofthe Pꝛophetes and Apoſtels, did 
in ſteade therof,not onely contrarie to Ood 
his commaundement, but alſo to the decre&g 
of the fozmer Popes, and to all oꝛdinann⸗ 
ces ofthe old counſels, yea againſt all ſta⸗ 
tutes and vſages of P2inces and countries. 
take vppon them to deale in wozldly and 
Ciuill pollicies: yea alſo in matters toutch⸗ 
ing warfare and rule of countries, ſcœking 
to fuppꝛeſſe all degries, and to reſerue þ ge⸗ 
nerall gouernement to themſelues, taking 
in hand to bꝛing all eſtates in diſdaine and 
hatred of the Pꝛinces, alwell the ſubieces of 
pour Paieſtie, as oł diuers other kinges, x 
Potentates, accuſing them flaunderoufly 

with ſedition and rcbellion: whereby they 

haue Tirred and pꝛouoked, in all countrics, 
troubles, and diſcention, warres and bloud- 

ſhed, ſetting y ſubiects at diſcoꝛd with their 

rulers, and the rulers againſt the ſubieas, 

t generally turned all things vpſide down, -- 


the countries here abouts, vea oner all! 


and b2onght in execrable confaffon and er- 
rour, not eſlming who was endamaged, 
ſo as they might atchiue the accomplichmẽt 
of their rule and dominion, and bzing all 
thinges vnder their rule and aucthozitie. 
And fo that intent, haue they ſought, fo 
plant in this countrie the inquiſition, deui⸗ 
ſed and inuented in Spaine bycertaine 7ewes, 
and Rencgador, by that meanes to bꝛeake all 
pꝛiuileges, rightes, and auncient cuſtomes, 
and to make fruſtrate all ſwozen contracts, 
vſages,and counſelles, and ſo to get a full 

power and dominion ouer all pour Pas 
ledties faithfull ſeruants, which ſtand to the 
oth which they haue made to your aieſtie, 
not acknowledgingany fozaine Lo2ds, ſpi⸗ 
rituall oz fempozall, which might ſ@ke by 
falſe accuſations to impute vnto your ſubs 
iectes, hereũe and rebellion, fo the intent 
therby to attapne to their purpoſe, 

Foz better accompliſhing wherof haue 
they by fozce bꝛged and bꝛought in the new 
Biſhops, contrary to all landrights, and 
ſwoꝛne pꝛiuileges, to the emparing of your 
Maieſties aucthozitie: chufing them not foꝛ 
vertue, pꝛudence, oꝛ learning( being moſt of 
them, of the moſt rude and milcarneſt ſozt) 
but onely foz that they take them as faith- 
full and true aſſiſtents, in the executing of 
their tiranny and crneltie, 

Lheir 
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Their ſayd vngodly enkerpꝛiſes and cons 
ſequences of the ſame being the longer the 
moze eſpied, haue the moſt notableſt Lozvs, 
Gonernours , and Gentlemen, with the 
fownes andconntrie, giuen intelligence & 
knowledge to pour Paieſtie by continuall 
ſupplications 5 remonſtrances and other 
poſſible meanes, how much the aucthozite 
of your Paieſtic ſhould be empared, ſho2ts 
ned and deminiſhed, by the ſaid Jnquifitozs 
and Biſhoppes, being moſt of them ſtraun⸗ 
gers and outlanders, by ofthe bound vnto 
fozaine Pꝛinces, and (as they pꝛetend) ex- 
empt of pour iuriſdiction, and by the ſame 
haue alleaged the euident impoſſibilite to 
bing in ſuch innocations, and newelties, 
but that it would tend to the vtter ruine 
deſtruction of the whole countrie:feing that 
it was moſt apparant that the bzinging in 
therof was but a boꝛowed cloake to ſhadow 
their doings, in abuſing of your Paieſtie, x 
ſuppꝛeſſing of ſuch as would controle their 
wicked and moſt notoꝛious pꝛotedings and 
abuſes, which they them ſelues can fcarce 
conceale. Df which the number in theſe coũ⸗ 
tries is ſo great and manifold , and daply 
doth moꝛe encreaſe : that if your Maieſtie 
would haue ben ruled by their perſuaſiõs 
tounſell in erecuting of rigour and extremi 
ties, they would baus made pour Maieſtie 
ny = 
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how without cabiects, u and > your ſublects Ly 
without rulers.as1s moſt nofozious by the 
innumerable number of thoſe , which in 
thoſe countries haue vnder pꝛetence of re⸗ ce 
ligion bene executed and murthered alwell 
W kpꝛe, t water, as with ß ſwozd:beſtdes an 
iniũinite multitude which are fled out of the 

countrie bearing with them all occupatids 
e notable ſciences to pᷣ inſtructing oł others, 
t vnſpeakeable pꝛeiudice of your Paieſtie 
and countries. 

Whereupon your Paieſtie was in the 
end occaſioned to a myld moderation of the 
placardes, by the ſame declaring that pour 
meaning was not to bꝛing in the Jnquiſt- 
tion: which likewiſe was by the Ducheſſe of 
Parma, and the 1.02ds and Gouernours of 
the countrie in the behalf of pour BaieTie, 
folemply pꝛomiſed to all the Townes and 
ſubiects,and accoꝛdingly publiſhed by open 
pꝛoclamations, by commaundement of the 
Maieſtrates. But ſhoꝛtlp after, al that was 
duerturned by meanes of the afozeſaid pers 
ſons, who in deed ſeeme to haue firmely pers 
ſuaded pour Paieſtie, that ſuche was to the 
deminithing of pour PaieTies reputation 
and dignitie, vniuſtly alleadging, that your N* 
ſubiects would withdꝛaw tchemſelues from 

the duetifull obedience of your aieſtie. So 
that if is euident 0 pour Paioſtie 8 


1 


— Duke of Alba ont of Spaine into theſe Coun 
in l tries, to the intent with armes and fozce to 


ampell your Maieſties ſubiectes, fo that 

h they of themſelues haue with all hu- 

militie and obedience at all times offred. 

| Andnotwithſtanving that the afozeſayd 
Loꝛdes and Townes of theſe countries had 

god occaſion to thinke that they ſhould be 

greatly wꝛonged thzough fozce of fozayne 


+ nour, not being of their Countrie, noz of 
hs I your Paieſties kinred oz deſcent, but ſuch a 
ur one as did beare towards them a moſt cans 
Icred hatred, had meanes ſufficiff to pꝛeuent 
Ibis comming into the countr ie: pet becauſe 
ar her came in the name of pour Maieſtie, and 
. to make euident that they had not kebelled 
o2 declined from the obedience of your Pas 
ieſtie, truſting to their conſcience and right, 
haue willingly and honozably receiued him 
with all ſach as if pleaſedyour Paieſtie to 
r⸗Iſende with him, opening to him the gates 
Jof the Townes deliuered into his hands the 
foꝛtreſſes and ſtrong holdes, and entertap⸗ 
ned garriſons,onely fo2 5ᷣ he declared, that 
ſuch was the will and pleaſure of pour Pa⸗ 
ieſtie to be thereby aſſured of the fidelitie £ 
obedience of pour ſubiectes, which were ar⸗ 
une fo pour Paieſtie as rebels and trap⸗ 
| Citi. fours; 


ir infozmations,was moned to lend the 


ſouldiours, and rule of a ffrannge Gouer- 


fours. Therfoze, reaſon would haue requi⸗ 
red, that the afsꝛ eſaid Duke of Alba ſhould 
by all meanes and diligente haue infozmed 
your Maieſtie of ſuch your ſubiects true os 
bedience and inclination:and befoze he had 
pꝛocæded to the execution of rigour, taken 
god and fall infozmatton ot their cõplaints, 
and chiefly touching the bꝛinging in of theſe 
new Biſhops and Inquiſitoꝛs, contrarping 
God and all rightes,and that vpon god and 
true repoat thereof made to pour Paieſtie, 
redzeſte and remedie might haue ben had. 
But now cleane contrarie wyſe. fo ſone as 
her was recepued and was in poſſefſion of 
the fo2ce and rule of the Coũtrie, hath with⸗ 
ont kœpiug of any ozder of Juſtice, oz ha⸗ 
ning regard to the landrightes and pꝛiui⸗ 
leges whereunto your Paieſtie is ſwozne: 
not onelp put to death and chaſed away the 
moſt part of the Loꝛdes and Oouernours of 
thele countrets, by pour Paieſtie elected x 
placed, but alſo generally declared all the 
pꝛiuileges and liberties to be foꝛfaited, and 
the Countrie to be vſed as a country nebolp 
conqueſted by fozce of armes, to the vſe of 
him and his aſſociates, and ſo conſequently 
freely to deale with the lyues and gods of 
pour lubiectes as their luſtes and appetites 
chall require. 
And il poſſibip on be lapd befoze your 
Paie⸗ 


A 


beard ofcruelties which here haue ben bier 
ſince the beginning of his gouernement, by 


— Se. Heating of gods, yea by burning, 
hanging, headding, hacking, racking e moſf 
hoꝛrible and not befoze heard of tozmentes 
and murtherings of the Snbiects of your 
Paieſtie, afwell Noble as innoble, poꝛe as 
riche, pong as olne, widowes and o2phanes, 
men. women, and pong maidens, of what 
ſtate, qualitie, oz cõdition ſoeuer they were: 
we doubt not but that your Pajeſlte would 
be amaſed to heare the rehearſall thereok: 
yea and would be crencd at the ſame, that 
vnder your name ſuch vnnaturall crueitie 
and tyꝛannp ſhould be vſed as neither PH 
larts, Nero, Pharao, Herede, 02 any otherHea⸗ 
then Tyzant conid haue inuented the lpke, 
as now is vſed towards pour fapthfull ſubs 
iects, which with their liues and gods haue 
alwayes laboured to kœpe the Crowne on 
your Paieſties head, agaynſt all your ence 
mies. 

And that pour Paieſtie would alt o haue 
taken remoꝛſe of fo many innocent infants 
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chaled awaye out of their natiue Countrie 


into ſtraung lands: ſo many poꝛe widowes 


Paietties eyes 1 Nr i Teac al hee 


e away, and deſola⸗ 
appꝛebending, taking, baniſhmef, 


any ee. and alſo * the lamffabls 


crye ve of the whole Countrie whichnowars 
cupp2elſed by this moſt hozrible tyꝛant. 

Foz there is none which could defend oz 
pzeſerue his gods from their auarice, their 
wyues oz daughters fr6 their filthy luſtes, 
oz their lyues from their bloudthirſtiniſle. 
- Nobilitie,Richeſſe,zmanhod,oz god ſeruice 

done in * baſt, could nothing Magde 
ik once her was entred intoo batred ot 
them. And without taking regard to the Ju 
riſdictions 02 o2dinary courſes of the couns 

trie, hath ſtapped the Juriſdictions ofal Jye 
ſtices, either in ciuill oz criminall cauſes 
which in any wyle concerne the confilcatt- 
ons pꝛanounced in his bloudy Counſell, in 
ſuch ſozte as neyther ſpirituall oz tempozal 
perſones, widowes o2 oꝛphanes, hoſpitails, 
Spittels, Lazarus houſes, oz other whichs 
had good and deuable reuenues, amongſt d 
confiſcated gods, could get any payment oz 
ſatiſfaction. But the Duke of Alba hath 
gotten all into his hands without any mind 
to diſcharge any the pzemilles,not thſtã⸗ 
ding the diuers and earneſt ſolicitations 
requeſtes to him made in that behalfe by 
the States of the Countries, delaping the 
poꝛe agreeved ſubiectes with dilatozie and 
vnfounded apoſtillations, the one alwayes 
confrarying the other, and without ſending 
guer the matters to the pꝛouinciall Coun⸗ 


make them diſpaire of any ſatiſfactio to be 
made by the court, where by pꝛoces they 
haue ben ſamoned to their exeiſſiue charge, 
and vpon ſummes of ſmall value haue bene 
fozced to greater charges then the pꝛincipal 
bath amounted vnto,not ſuffering any lam 
full franſpozt to be made of any one debte 
fo; the other. To conſider what number 
of honeff women and 'yonge mapdens 
they haue with fo2ce and violence rauiſhed 
x that the one after the other: yea miſuſed 
ſome euenta the death. Nowe often haue 
they compelled the hufbande fo remaine w 
the wife, and the father with the daughter, 
| to fozce thi with their eyes fo beholde their 
moſt vilanous filthineſſe, and made them as 
inſtruments to the accompliſhinge of their 
luxurious luſte, vſing ſuch vnnaturall and 
beaſtly faſhions, that wer are in a manner 
abaſhed and aſtonied to declare the ſame to 
your Maieſtie. Howe often hath if happe⸗ 
ned, that the hufband ſeeking to defend hys 
wyfe o2 daughter of their rauiſhement, that 
they haue all togither as furious curres, 
run out ofthe houſe togither crying Spania, 
Spania, murtheringe a number of the pw2e 
commons. Vow many women great with 
childe haue they ript vp the bellies off, and 
murthered the frute in their wombes. 


ſels 02 an v Jultices, fo the infent to * 
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of ſome men being altue and headdid their 
dꝛommes with the ſame l kin? others haue 
they not toſted with ſmall fyzes,nypped the 
with red burning tonges euen to the death, 
and conſequentip murthered a number and 
made them dye a hundꝛeth deathes 2 Howe 
many women haue they chaſed from their | 
huſbands, and childzen from their parents: 
yea what is there vnder the heauens ſo ho⸗ 


| Neſt oꝛ holy which they haue not deffled and 


troden vnder fote? Uerilp — o⸗ 
ther Nations, yea amongeſt the crueleſt, þ 
burpinge of the dead, hath al wayes bene 
permitted and reuerenced. 
But this Tirant in the deſpyte of God and 
nature, is ſo obſt inate and peruer ſe, that he 


hath tauſed to be taken out of the graue the 
. earcaſes of the dead, and conueyed vnder p 
callowes, vnder pꝛetence becauſe ſome. of 


them dying without ſhzifte, e others with⸗ 
out houſeling had fozfaitedhis gods which 
be toke as confiſcated. What is there as 
monalt men moꝛe holy and honeſt, then is 
the ſtate of Matrimonie being the only and 
true foundation of all mutual loue 8 friends 
ſhip, the oziginall of loue, the bond of peace, 
and the direct way of all dealings amongſt 
men: whereof this Zyzant maketh ſo little 
accompte,that he lorereth the me fra their 
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being iopned togither in the congregation 
befoze God and his Angels,cleane confrarp 
to the commaundement and inſtitution of 
almighty God and rightes, e all vnder pꝛe⸗ 
tence that they were ioyned togither in the 
way of hereſie: but to ſape trueth, it is onely 
in ſpoyling manner, to match the beaufifull 
and riche Matrones with bis Donldiours x 
ruffians; and finally by his crueitie hurſt in 
ſunder the oziginal bande tending to the in⸗ 
tertapning of all mutuall love; murthering 
and killing the women which in time of ex⸗ 
tremitie had relteued their huſ bands, e the 


reren 


parents, yea thoſe which had onely with a 
letter cofozted any of them, Andfo the ende 
that nothing ſhuld by him be leit vndefiled, 
bath he troden in moſt deſpitefull manner 
vnder fotc the moſt holy Dacramet of Bap⸗ 
tiſme, whereby we are inco2pozated in the 
body of Jeſus Chꝛiſt and cõmunion of God 
his Church, willing and commaunding that 
thoſe childzen which were Chꝛiſtened opens 
ly and lawfully accoꝛding to the inſtitution 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, in the name ofthe Father, 
Sonne, and holy Ghoſte, ſhould once agapn 
be baptiſed, vnder pꝛetence that they were 
Chꝛiſtened as heretiques, and repugnant 


contrarie to all godly and naturall rightes,. 
9 dzdo⸗ 


_— — * nw OM” = V9 WW" %\ TY w# 


— „ —_— 


.. kts — 8 _— —  : g | at. ' NN * 1 * — 2 * 
wyues and the wyues trõ their bnfbands,” 
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childꝛẽ foz ſuccouring the neteſſitie of their 


=" o3vottanices of the church r decrees of Coutts 
ſells, 


Furthermoze it nerdeth not to rehearſe 
to your Maieſtie, the greuons exactions ins 
nentedby him, one after an other, and with 
out meaſure doth v;ge of the pwze commõs, 
as the hundꝛethes, twenties, yea the tenth 
penie, of all gods, mouables and immoua⸗ 
bles, of all gods bought and ſold, demaun⸗ 
ding, yea 4 bꝛging by execution contrarie to 
p aduiſe ⁊ counſell of al eſtates in theſe toũ⸗ 
tries, not of the cleare gaines of y ſame, but 
the tenth, and twentie penie of the tapitall 
ſome ot all ſates. Whereby not onely all 
trades and trafficques; are abandoned out 
of the land; but likewiſe the ſubiectes ofthe 
ſame; depꝛiued from the getting of the li⸗ 
uing, of them, their wiues, and childzen. 
And notwithitanding that the ſtates, haue 
at ſandzy times done their endenour large⸗ 
I to infourme the ſaid Duke of the incon⸗ 
ueniences which might follow vppon the 
ſaid demaund: and requeſted that he would 
in their behalfe aduerfiſe pour Maieſtie 
therok: would not hearken to them, but 
ſhaked them of without any comekozt: al- 
though he was by inferceWion of the connſel 
4 fates of the land therunto moſt earneſtly 
inffaticed, and ſo therby cauſed the decay of 
all marcyanuil e, compelled the inhabitants 

though 
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tries. And yet it is apparant, that when any 
neceſſitie is towardes foz payment of the 


ſouldters, no money is to be had, in ſuch 


ſoꝛte that the Spaniſh ſouldiours are at af- 
terdele in their payment xxviij. monethcs; 
and the Dutche moſte of them conſtrapned 
to go a begging from doꝛe to doꝛe:of which 
ſome haue by famine and milery periſhed. 
Notwithſtanding the great ſommes which 
the ſtates haue leuied and paid fo the pay 
ing of the ſaid ſouldiours, t yet neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe haue his garniſons conſumed, and cas 
ten out the moſt part of the townes, 4 ſup- 
pꝛeſſed the ſame with the Serurtio, which 
they haue bene fozced to miniſter to the ſaid. 
Spaniſh ſouldiours, and thoſe which haue 
giuen moſt money, as well to him, as to 
Don Frederico, 02 any of theirs, haue bene 
the firſt that were diſcharged of the ſapde 
bondage of Sernitio. With which garniſons 
he hath moſt vered p townes cituated with» 
in the hart ofthe countrie: leauing the bogs 
ders and other places of impoꝛtanct with⸗ 
out any gariſon, whereby in ſome places; 
thinges are come to alteration: beſides that 


by reaſon ol lacke of pape, his Spaniſh ſoul 
dirurs are fallen into a molt licentions and 


unſpeakable oꝛder of life, thꝛcatning, bea⸗ 
ting, robbing, . by all maner of 
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eruell exactions vſing your ſubjects: there 
by is manifeſt, that vnder pzetence of pour 
Maieſties name and religion, he letteth no⸗ 
thing but to fill his greedie and bloudthirſtie 
appetite, being to the contrarie moſt noto⸗ 
rtous that he hath ſo little regard to the (er 
uice of our Maieſtie, as to the maintenance 
of the common weale of the low countries, 
which he ſuffreth btterly to periſh and gos 
to ruine. 
But what needeth i with woꝛdes to ers 
pꝛeſſe this, as if he had not ſufficiently mas 
nifeſted whereunto his pzocedings haue 
tended, ſhewing it being blinded with his 
molt vnlatiable pzeſumptiouſnes à deſire | 
of vaine glozy: as in a token of a 7 ropheuns 
92 ſigne of victo2y in his notoztous p2ocees 
dings, as befo2e rehearſed, hath cauſed to be 
erected within the caſtell of A»awarpe,a ba 
ſon Image ſtanding vpon the nobilitie and 
ſtates of the countrie. We leaue now vne | 
rehearſed what his meaning was thereby, 
but when, oz where, hath it bene ſ&ne 
that any Tirant in his life time hath cauſed 
any ſuch Image tobe erected. Me find that 
the Romaine Emperours and Lipnges, which 
ina maner had bzought the whole wozld vn 
der their ſubiection, haue ſometimes cauſed 
to be erccted Images of bꝛaſſe, and ſtone; 
as at this pꝛeſent the Popes of Neome n 
pzeten 
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pꝛetend to be God his vic ar, vet it is dont | 
by ozdinaunce and conſent of the counſell, & 
commons, oꝛ at the leaſt by their adniſe and 
ſaffrance : but that they in their life time 
haue done ſuch, is not fo be foũd by any exã⸗ 
ples oꝛ Cronicles, conſidering it to be a ma 
nifelf token of madde arrogantie and inſup 
poztable pꝛide: we find onely that Va buc ho 
donor ar who cauſed him ſelf to be honoured 
as a God, ſet vp the like Jmage,commann- 
ding all men to knele and bowe vnto the 
ſame:pet durſt he not do it but by conſent of 
the chiefe and nobles of his countrie. 
But this Tirant doth aſwell in his pꝛe⸗ 
ſumpteous arrogantie as in erccrable tira⸗ 
nie ſurpaſſe al other tirants: who as though 
he would not onely aduaunce himſelfe to 
the rome of the kyng, but likewiſe in God 
bis place: hath without the aduile, counſell, 
7 02 oꝛdin ance of any, in his life time erected. 
this pzoud Image, to the defacing and ems 
paring of pour Patieſttes dignitie, ſhewing 
therby his foꝛce and tyzanny wherwilh her 
bath ſubdued and bzought vnder fate theſe 
countries, 
And in like maner he hath not bene afraid 
following the example cfthe tirant Hey ode. 
to place himſelfe vpon the market plate cf 
eAndwarpe in pour Paieſties ſtole ? cloth 
of eſtate: which neuer had ben touched ben as 
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ny nyLivefenant befoze, nitting ore: reme⸗ 
ſenting the abſence of your Paieſtie, as an 
Jdoll, and vnder pꝛetence of publiſhing. ol 
a pardon: which neuer Qutene, Duke, oz 
any Gouernours oꝛ Gouernaunts of theſe 
countries haue done the lie: tending to the 
manifeſt diſeſtimation and abaſing of pour 
Paieſties honour and dignitie. 

Theſe pzocedings,molt ſoueraigne king 
are become ſo apparant and euident vnto al 
the world, that all ſtraunge nations, and 
Potentates, haue a terrour and execration 
therat, inſomuch as euen the Duke of 41bs 
bis ſouldiours, and ſeruants,do pzoteſt and 
ſap, that they can not eſteeme ſuch fo2 god, 
much lclle that the ſeruice of your Maieſtie, 
and wellareof the countrie, ſhould therin 
conſiſt. 


Beſides that we can not thinke that your | | 
Maieſtie being therof ſufficiently and trus⸗ in 


ly infourmed, would permit ſuch fozces and 
violcnces, foz it was neuer heard that any 
King oz Potentate, hath ſo vumercifully 
dealt with his ſubtects:pour Maieſties aun 
cetours of moſt famous memoꝛie, haue in 
moſt milde and gentle maner behaued the- 
ſelnes towardes their ſubiectes, that they 
haue therof giuen a moſt laudable example 
not onelp fo their ſucceſſours, but alſo to o⸗ 

ther Chꝛiſtian Pzinces, P F roles; 
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that whenſocuerany difcention-was rifen 
betweene the ſubiects and Pageſtrates, by 
reaſon of miſgouernement, + taken armes 
in hand: and being againe bꝛought vnder o⸗ 
bedience by their Lo2des and rulers, were 
neuer moleſted with theſe examples ofcrus 
eltie, but by expꝛeſſe capitulation frõ woꝛd, 
to woꝛd, tonſirmed all their pꝛiuileges and 
liberties, and the ſame to eniope the ir full 
etkect. 
So as weer ſhoulde greatly wzong pour 
17 Pateffie, if we ſhould perſuade our ſelues 75 
that your Maieſtie were ſo farre dinerted 
from the example of your p2edeceſſours, # 
from the duetie of all other Chziſtian Pzins 
tes and Potentates, that in Reade of mini⸗ 
ſtring right and Juſiice to pour obedient 
ſubiects, and giuing audience to their moſt 
r 7 pitifull complaints, ſhuld ſond ſuch a tirant 
in ſuch ſoꝛt cruelly to murther the, deſtrop⸗ 
d ing the countrie, and burthening pour ſubs 
p 7 iects with moſt intollerable flauery, ſerui⸗ 
p 7 tude, and thꝛaldome. 
1 
I 
, 
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And now the ſayd Duke pꝛeſenting vnto 
vs his fained pardons, vnder the name of 
pour Paieſtie foꝛ our rebellions and miſde- 
meanoursſas he termeth them) we coulde 
not accept the ſame without depziuing of 
your Maieſties dignitte, 
knowing well that your Maieſlie will 
| us D ti a nof a 
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nof,befoze hauing heard the inffneffe of our 
cauſe condemne vs of rebellion, Where is 
there any that wſtly hath infourmed your 
Maieftie of our dealings, oꝛ when did ener 
your Maieſtie giue eare vnto any, but ſuch 
as were our manikeſt enemics:Keaſon res 
quireth both partes to be heard, befoze ſen⸗ 
tence ſhould be pꝛonounced. And therfoze in 
the Cronicles of Alexander the great, is 
much comended:who whenſocuer he heard 
any parties, leaned with his head vpon his 
ſhoulders with one ok his earcs cloſed, and 
being aſked why he ſo did, annſwered that 
the later partie ought aſwell haue audi⸗ 
ence as the firſt, which oꝛder hath alwapes 
bene had in eſtimation of all nations, as be⸗ 
ing confozmable to all naturall rightes. do 
as no oſfendour, what greuons crimes ſo 
euer he had committed ſhalbe iudged o2 con 
demned, but that he ſhall firſt aunſwere vn 
to ſuch accuſations as are alleged againſt 
him. 

Now moſt mercifult à ſoueraigne Lozd 
and King, we doe molt hübly pꝛoſtrate our 
ſelues vnder the fof of your Maieſtie, moſt 
hartely requeſting the ſame, that it woulde 
pleaſe your Grace to bend towards vs one 
eare, and (as in a ballance) equally to weye 
our cſtates, Your aieſtie hath by poſtes, 


letters, and other meanes ben tnfozmed of 
a this 


* — ——— —ö—ꝓ——— ꝓ — — thine. — — —ä — 


ben cloſed vp, our tongues pearſed with red 
burning Jrons , and our lippes ſeared vp 
with burning tonges, becauſe we ſhuld not 
giue our neceſſitie to vnderſtad, The wates 
haue as pet ben taken from vs, ſo that our 


pearſe the eares sf your Pateſtie, 

Pow then can pour Paieſtie condempne 
vs of rebellion(which always we haue had 
in hatred) becauſe that the Duke of A1 
both ſeeke to bzing vs vnder his ſubiection 
with his letters of pardon, and wee nothing 
eſteming of the ſame: which he percepuing 
and that with foꝛce he cannot (by God hys 
pꝛouidence)pꝛeuaple, we cannot therfoze ac 
cept his ſaid letters as being directed to vs 
who neuer ſtraped from pour obedience, ex⸗ 
cept it were that we would take 4 acknow⸗ 
ledge the Duke of Alba fo2 our Ring: fo2 
him onely haue we reſiſted a not pour Ma⸗ 
ieſtie, whom we with life and gods (> olong 
as it ſhall pleaſe God to permit vs p fame) 
will faithfully ſerue and obepe. And theres 
foꝛe his pardd doth nothing tonch vs, which 
tendeth onelp to the Townes which haue 
ben ſeduced from the Kings obedience. But 
we marke his intent, knowing that eyther 


r 

g 

r 

r 

h 

4 
5 
1 
G 
J 
8 
d 
f 
[4 
q 
2 
0 
0 
1 
1 
x 


# 


KN mn Oo 0 © en SH 


by entiſcuet of his ( uttile pardons ſhoulde 
1 


this — effate, and aur monthes bans > 


lamentable crpes could neuer come vnto,0z 


hee would be king himſelke, oz elle that wee 


condempne our ſelues. Foz wer recepuing 
pardon, muſt acknowledge our ſelues gilty 
of commotions and rebellion agapnſt oure 
Bing, of tumult and ſedition, yea ok hereſie 
and declyning from the Chꝛiſtian faith, and 
in kyne, to the depꝛiuinge ok the honour of 
God and the Kings maieſtie. This is hys 
ſeking,that by retepuing ot his falſe fap⸗ 
ned pardõs, we ſhuld by our ſubſignations x || | 
ſeales conſirme the ſame, to the intent that 
hee hereafter might thereby defende and er⸗ 
tule himſelfe of tyzanny bekoꝛe pour Maie⸗ 
ſtie and all other chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces and Pos 
tentates, ſaping, that if we had not founde 
ourſelues culpable in theſe grenous offen⸗ 
ces foʒ which we were puniſhed and toꝛmẽ 
ted, we would neuer haue receyued any re⸗ 
miſſe 02 pardon. 
A herein we take God, the ſearcher and 
kitower of all hartes, and pour Maieſtie to 
witnelle, that if wee haue committed any 
ſuch offences, as by the ſapd pardon are layd 
toourcharge,that wee doe altogither refuſe 
all pardon, but deitre as the moſte wickedſt 
and vyleſt creatures on earth, to make ſatil⸗ 
faction foꝛ our offences with our bloud, and 
doe not refuſe, O moſt mertikull King, one 
after an other, to ſuffer moſt extreme toꝛ⸗ 
ments. if it may be found that wer haue of- 
fended in ſuch oꝛder as is pꝛeſumev. 
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ity || petition will take place with him) that all 
| ſuch as come to him faz pardon, acknowled⸗ 
ſie ging the pꝛetended offence,that hee without 


dj ſhewing of mercy,doe entreat them in ſuch 


ſozte as their offences (accoꝛding to righte) 
haue deſerued,commending him therein in 
gyuing 02 maypntayning any fayth oz credit 
3 4 with him as one (o vnkaithfull to God + his 
at Ring, as hath not ben abaſhed ſo greatly to 
abuſe and contempne their Maieſties. 
But what is it, it ſhall not be found that 
euer we haue thoght any ſuch matter, much 


ie 8 King,and ſought to ſerue God, the father of 
>) | our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt in ſpirit and truth, 
7 accozding to his woꝛd and commaundment, 
ſo karre as our feeble nature would permit. 
euen to the laſt dꝛoppe of our bloud. | 
But conſidering that the Duke of Alba in 
ſtead ok executing equitie and Juſtice, and 
hearing of their com plaintes and greefes,x 
perſecutinge of pour maieſties pꝛomiſes, 
hath contrary to all right and reaſon, 4 our 
rightes and pꝛiuileges, ſuppꝛeſſed vs wyth 
moſt cruell tyꝛannie, deſtroped oure Coun⸗ 
tries, and vſed vs moꝛe ſeuerely, then euer 
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the meane ſpace, 
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quifhed enemies. And in 
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And do requeſt the Duke of Abs, (ia 


leſſe in effect ſhewed the ſame. We haue als 
wayes bene faithkull and ſeruiſeable fo our 


7ewcs oz Turbes haue done againſt their van 


hath her accuſed vs fo your Paieſfie, and al 
other chꝛiſtian Potentates with falſe accu⸗ 
ſations ot rebellion and hereſie: and we ne⸗ 
uer could come to our aunſwer, oz recepue 
any .comfozt in the vniuerſali woꝛld. So as 
by neceſſitte we haue ben foꝛced to take the 
armes in hande, and by all meanes poſſible 
ſought to defende our poꝛe natiue Country 
from ſuch erccrable tyzannie: and rather w 
one accoꝛd to ſpende our 1yues, then fo fall 
into the handes of ſuch a Tyꝛant: wherein 
wer meane to perũſte, except that it pleaſe | 
pour Maieſtie with mercyfull cares to at⸗ 
tende to our complaintes, and miniſter to 
ds Juſtite againſt ſuch oppꝛeſſion and tyꝛã⸗ 
ny. oꝛ Gov be thanked, we are not ſo il ins 
ſcruaed in his wo2d, but that we know ve⸗ 
ry well, that aſwell our Ipfe as death conſi⸗ 
ſteth in his handes, 4 that this death which 
no man can eſcape, is but as a ready path to 
the lpke euerlaſting. 

Thereloꝛe, ſeeing our death mayc bee a 
pleaſure to other, wer chaſe rather ta dye an 
honoꝛable death in the behalfe of the liber⸗ 
ties and common weale of our Tountrp, thẽ 
to fall into ſuch ſeruitude, and become fotes 
ſtoles vnto moſt arrogant aliants, who als 
wayes haue hated vs. Fo2 at the leaſt wer 
thall thereby leaue fo our ſucceſſoꝛs ſuche a 
god fame, as it may be ſapd, that their Pꝛe⸗ 


3 
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deceNours had rather with renowne fo dye e 
with honour, then lpue in all bondage and 
ſhame. 
Wee contende fo2 the libertie of our cons 
ſciencces,in defence of our wyues and chil⸗ 
dzen, our bloude and gods, that is to ſape, 
whether the Duke of Alba with his com⸗ 
plices ſhall accoꝛding to his ſelfe will be a 
Loꝛd and Gouernour, oꝛ that wee to the be- 
bofe of your Maieſtie, O molk Scuerapne 
ing, ſhall defende it from him, We know 
that the limites of our liues are ſet, and ſhal 
not by the pardon or the Duke of 4/5: ſur⸗ 
| paſſe the ſame, Therefoꝛe mee onelp defire 
pour Maieſt ie, that it map pleaſe the ſame 
to weye and conſider our caſes, and not to 
ſuffer, that wee by accepting ſuch pardones, | 
! Hould foz euer be reputed as rebels to God | 
| 
| 
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and our Bing, which we neuer thought, 
Fo2 woe are fully perſwaded, y although 
wee had retepued thoſe pardons, pet would 
it nothing haue pꝛeuayled foꝛ ſafegarde of 
our lpues, fo2 thereby the Duke of Alba 
might haue had the better actor againſt vs 
the pzoc&ded with moſt ſeueritpe, © might 
hadbetter haue anlwered fo2 himſelfe, if we 
and confeſſed our ſelues gilty of rebeilion, 
both againſt God a the Aing his Maieſtie. 
Fo: then ne ma weuldhanc moncd vs, als 


though we m bene lapne and murthered 
| C. i]. as 
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as diſturbers of the peace and common 


wealth and not wozthy to lpue. 

And although it were not ſo, yet it is aps 
parant by all the Dake of Alba his p2ocees 
dinges, that he meaneth to obſerue no faith 
with vs, foz ſeeing that he hath openly per? 
petrated the othe which the Duches of Par- 
ma, with all the Lozdes and gouernours of 
the conntrie, in the name of pour Paieſtie, 
had woꝛne ſo ſolemply to theſe townes: yet 
hath he in theſe latter warres, ſufficently 


expꝛeſſed his peruerſe meaning in diners | 
townes,as at M ons in Henanld hath he tõ⸗ 


trar to his othe, cauſed a number of Bur⸗ 
geſes to be hanged, at Vaerdon he hath exe⸗ 
cufed his crueltie in ſach a ſoꝛt as ina town 
of like bignes hath not ben hard al: and now 
at Harlem hath he oꝛ at p leaſt in his name, 
Don Frederico aſſured the ſouldiours of their 
liues, e therunto certaine Loꝛds as pledges 


they bound themſelues: and pet hath he eu 


to the young paiges, cauſed them to be mur 
thered one with another, and their naked 
carcalles to the ſcandale of all women, and 
virgins, left lying vpon the ſcaffold a day e 
à night. And ſuch as had conſented to the de 
liuerp ot the towne, and were entred into 


Galies, and vpon the Fuycke befoze Har- 
lew when he had pzomiled the ſouldiours 


his ſeruice,hath he cauſed fo be cariedto the | 
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their lines,ſuffred them fo periſh with hun- 
ger, ſaping:that he had aſſured them of their 
lines, and notof meate and d2inke. As alſo 
the Burgeſes of Harlem, whom he had aſus 
red their lives, hath he compelled to be Pp- 


they are by the inhabitants flayne : which 


tie, and is a moſt manifeſt token wherwith 
he ſceketh to maintaine his vntrue pꝛocee- 
dinges. \ 

So that it is euident that he meaneth not 
to obſerue anp othes oz pꝛomiſes, but foz a 
ſmall time: to the entent he might the bet⸗ 
ter haue his will of others, and becauſe hee 
might the better hereaſter defend bis caſe; 


doth p2oduce this pardon,fo2 if we do accept 
the ſame we muſt needes acknowledge our 
ſelues giltie of ſuch offentes, as he layeth to 
Four charge. and is not bound to the obſer- 
uing of anp othe: foꝛ by the tounſell holden 
| at Conftance, it was aboue ij. hunderd peres 


retiques. 
| _ Foz wheras he doth in his pardon ſubtilly 
alleadge that ſuch offeces as haue bene com 
| mitted, were done moze vpon euill ſugge- 
tin, and euill will, then of their owne na⸗ 
ture and enclination. This is but a ſubtill 
4 q ay: 
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ners befoꝛe the towne of Amar, where 


both paſſe all barbarous tiranny and cruel» 


againſt your Paieſtie, and other Pꝛinces. 


enacted that no faith is to be kept with he⸗ 


pollicie, wherwith be ment fo diſceane the 
ſimple, and bzing them vnder his poke: and 
to furniſh himſelfe of power to ſuppꝛeſſe all 
ſuch as he thinketh god, and that without 
repꝛoch of anp, ſe&ing that it ſtandeth in his 
iudgement who hath offended, the pzemiſs 
ſes 02 not, 

But once conſider moſt ſoueraigne King, 
how that the righteous GDD hath decea 
ned this ſubtile dealer in his p:ocedings,foz 
in this pardon wherin he pzetendeth moſt 
greeuonſly to accuſe vs, he doth by expꝛeſſe 
woꝛdes confeſfe, that he can by no meanes 
thinke that we could not haue bene lo alte⸗ 
red 02 chaunged, but vppon euill ſuggeſtion 
o2 els we ſhuld haue continewed in al faith 
and williagneſſe, which we alwaycs bane 
ſhewed to pour Maieſtie. 

Foz if it be ſo, that we befo2c this laſt ofs 
fence(as he termeth it haue ſhewed to your 
Maieſtie all obedience as he himſcife wit- 
nefcth? Why hath he then vſed ſuch cruel⸗ 
tie and perſecution? Wherefo2e hath her in 
ſuch ſoꝛte diſtroped the fownes, burned the 
the villages, and places: murthered the ins 
habitants, and ſpoyled the of all their gods, 
hath not be by his ſouldicurs by fy2e conſu⸗ 
med /atwicke upon Zea, Sandwicke and Al- 
fen, t that long befoꝛe theſe tranſgreſſions, 
wherok he complayneth, were begone, Did 
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Vtrecht, which was ſo well addicted vnto 
all them haue not they in Rotterdam, where as 
ut they were receaued as friends, cruelly mur 
his | thered a number of Burgeſes, was not foũd 
is | by Pacheco ũ bill of innumerable number, 
aſwell of the nobilitie, as moſt ſubCantiall 
commons in ſundzie and divers fownes, 
which by commaundement of the Duke 
ſhould haue bene murthered, if matters by 
Gods pꝛouiſion had not altered. And wher⸗ 
unto tended the demaund of the tenth penie, 
es to none other end but that we ſhould at his 
e⸗handes buy our gods, which he pzetended to 
n | be confiſcated : whereby it appeareth that 
hb | be and his adherents are ſwoꝛzne enemies 
e | vnfo pour Maieſtie: whileft he doth in ſuch 
ſozterecute his ti rannp, murther, burning, 
f- | and with ſuch foꝛce and ſeruitude, doth a⸗ 
r | gr&uec bs pour ſubitects, whom he himſelfe 
„ | doth alleage to haue bene moſt faithfull vn⸗ 
to pour maieſtie. So as thzough necc ſſitie 
1 we haue ben compelled to enter into armes 
e | to reſiſt his foꝛce and tirannp: which his ſer 
F 
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nants could not denie, who diners times 
haue ſaydthat they mould ſo long vere any 
trouble this countric and inhabitants ther⸗ 
of; that in the end they ſhould be fozced th 
rebell, and ſo haue occaſion to bzing it vn⸗ 


der ſubiection, 4 ſpoyle the ſame of all their 
| =-+ . Cubſtanc 


not they pꝛetend fo ſetfy2e on the tolune b 
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letters, wherby was waitten, that this it 
was fo2 which they longed, It is very trew 
moſt ſoueraigne King, that the Duke doth 
heare alleage, as that your ſubiects would 
neuer had rebelled, but vpon ſuggeſtion of 
certaine enill diſpoſed, which euill diſpoſed 
are none other then the Duke hunſelf, with 
his bloudy counſel,and ſanguine adherents, 
whichofmeare let, eutill will; and vnſatia⸗ 
ble auarice, haue ſucked the ſweate t bloud 
of your ſubietts, + of long time ſo earneſtly 
perſecuted, and greeued to the vttermoſt, 
that they fo2 defence of themſelues, their 
wines, childꝛen, and all that which in this 
woꝛld they do eſteeme of, haue bene foꝛced 
totake armes in hand: Therfoze where as 
be pꝛelumeth that he hath ſo louinglip dealt 
with other townes, take example by Tour- 
ney, V. alencien, [ -yſte,7pre, e H aefiricht, De- 
wenter,and likewiſe by e Aſachlin,Ondenard, 
Dermonde, and Naerden, where they haue 
by murthering, robbing, hanging, rauiſh⸗ 
ing ol women, and with diners outrages 
perſecuted the paze commons, 

Beides this hath there bene murthered 
at Bruxeli at ſundr times abouc CC. and 
xx. Burgeſes, and that long befoze the be⸗ 
ginning ol thele warres, as alſo in a com- 
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bene llaine LE.02 LEE! befides an infinite 
number or men and women, which at ſun⸗ 
dzie times haue bene murthered, which we 
leaue to enlarge here ſcring thoſe their pꝛo⸗ 
ctedinges are accompted mercifull dealings 
beſides other moſt wicked inſolences vſed 
in the ſaid townes. 
And thereloꝛe her neeveth not to thꝛea⸗ 
vs, that if wer do not accept his pardon, 
at no rigour which may be deniſed, chalbe 
left vnererciſeb towardes our perſones, by 
deſolation, honger and ſwo2d, in ſuch ſozte, 
as no remembꝛãce ſhalbe left of them pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, Foz wee are certaine, that here about 
hee hath ſought as much as is to him poſſi- 
ble: and would vndoubtedly haue vſed kur⸗ 
ther eruelfte (whercofhee boafteth ſo much) 
if the feare which her hath that the Toütries 
would not any longer abyde his crueltie, 
had not letted him. 
Ver doth not ſo mucheſfeme the ſeruice 
of your Paieſtie, noꝛ regardeth pour heri⸗ 
tage countries, as that hee would abſfayn 
from ruining and deſtroying the ſame: yea 
viterlye to rote out the reliques and me⸗ 
moziss thereof, ſo farre as it were to him 
pollible, as the burning + defolating which 
her beloze theſe warres, hath vſed, doe ſuffi⸗ 
tiently beare witnelſe. But wee truſte that 
4 ' TC 


togither to fall into the fozce of ſueho a Ay 
rant and deſtroper. 

Foz, whereas her here alleadgeth that we 
baue pat on armes agaynſt pour Maieſtie: 
that wa viterly denie, Foz wer pꝛoteſte 
befoꝛe pour Maieſtie, pea befoze God 4 hys 
Angells, that our meaning 02 pzetece was 
neuer ſuch, Foz we wil adaetur our ſelues 
and all that wer haue in this wozld,as likes 
wyſe we haue don towards pour Paieſties 
pꝛedeceſſours, with lyłe and gods to ſtande 
to y deffce of your maieſtie againſt al your 
enemies andill willers. 

But this we will acknowledge befozg 
the vninerſall wozld,that (being thereunto 
extremely conſtrayned ) wer haue taken 
armes in hand agapnſt the tpꝛannp and &- 
buſes of the Duke of Alba and his coplices, 
to deliuer our lpues and gods, wyues and 
childzen from the bloudthirſtie hands of his 
miniſters: and if he do pꝛeuaple agapnſte 
vs, rather chuſe to dye an honozable death, 
and leaue a fame to our ſucceſſours, then to 
peelde and bowe to ſuch a tyꝛant, and ſuffer 
our countrie to line under bnſuppoztable 
ſlauerie. So elſe we ſhould be abaſhed and 
aſhamed to ſhewe our faces in any other 
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Countries, as having negleatd the 2 
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the almighty God will neuer ſuffer $ your 
Maieſtie ſhould permit your Countries als 
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5 And therefoze have all the 
Townes ioinalp and ſcucrally taken in 
hande and ſwoꝛne the one after the other, to 
abpde al ſieges, if need ber, to the vtter mol, 
though to the e hole ok their [yucs and gods: 
pea rather ſet fpꝛe of our owne howſes, the 
tu pteld to the fozce of this Tyꝛant. * 

Foz wee are well aſſured,thaf at the hads 
of ſucha Typꝛant, as regardeth no othe, and 
hath ſo often and cruelly thꝛeatned vs, there 
is no moꝛe to be loked foꝛ, but that he wold 
rather colour the riuers and ſtreames with 
our blod, and to behange the countrie with 
our bodyes, to ſatiate his bloudthirſty luſte 
and appeſite. 

Thertoꝛze we pꝛoſtrate our ſclues befoꝛe 
the feete of your Maieſtie, deſiring the ſame 
fo; GDD his ſake, who hath ſet y Crowne 
vppon vour head, and gyuen the Scepter 
into your hande once to bowe your cares 
to our reaſonable complayntes. Mee doe 
not deſire to be diſſolued from the obeditce 
of pour Maieſtie, but oncly that we may 
haue our conſciences fre to God warde, to 
heare his holy woꝛde, x fo follow the ſame, 
to the intent togiue an accompt at the daye 
of Judgement of our ſoules, 4 that we map 
atchene ſuch diſcharge foz cur miſcrabte na 
tine Countr ie, which-alwayes kath donne 
ſuch leruice to pour Paieſtie, from 
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the poke and bondage ol fozayne Nations 

and Spanish Souldioures, and to ſuſfer the 
Countrie to eniope thoſe liberties, pꝛiui⸗ 
leges and cuſtomes, as your Maieſtie; and 
the moſt puiſſant Cmperour ( Haxlet, your 
Maieſties moſt noble father (of famous me 
moꝛie) haue to poure Bubiectes (comply 
\wo2ne. 

Then will wer at the commaundement 
of pour Maieſtie lay downe our weapons 
armes, and will venture bodp, odr, and all 
that wer haue in the woald, in the loruite of 
your maieſtie by water oꝛ byland where e 
whenſocuer pour Maieſtie ſhall cummaund 
the ſame: and pour Maieſtic ſhall/finde that 
wier are not altered oz ahaſtarded from vou, 
but rarher that wee doe excell in faythefull 
ſeruice, all our pꝛedeceſſours, which hereby 
wee do pꝛumiſe and ſweare to pont maiſtie, 
beſceching euẽ as wee do faithfully" meane 
it, ſo to take mercie ot dur ſoules. 
Deſiring that this our declaration and 
othe be openly publiſhed and detlared to all 
Kings, Patentates, L oꝛdes and Nations, to 

the intent they map knowe that we are no 

-Rebþclles towards our King, foz wee neuer 

learned ſuch of our pꝛedeceſſours: But that 
wee of meere foꝛce and neceſſitie haue bene 
con ſtravned to take on armes agapuſt the 

enemies 1 
OM. 5 * 


* 1 os, 
17 
TIE 
* 7 . fy 
— — Fi a is 


M1 
5 1 


rennen e 


. 


\ - 


| 2e all 

and Potentates, y they wilbe moued with 
a pytyfull compaſſion of our miſeries, (and 
much doubting that this our ſupplication & 
declaration ſhalbe kept back and ſuppzeſſed 
as other our fozmer Requeſtes haue bene, 
t not come to our Kings handes:) that they 
will thereof infozme his Pateſtic,to the in⸗ 
tent our iuſt cauſe maye come to light, any 
that his Paieſtic may be acquited of the jn, 
nocent bloud which this Albaniſh Tyꝛant 

doth ſhedde. This we hartelp deſire, 

and wee all will pꝛap vnto al⸗ 
mighty GO DD, foꝛ their 
p2oſperitie to remain 

fo2 euer. 
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